
Further information and contact details: 

 

Lauren Platt—Children & Families Pastor 
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lauren.stjohnsblackpool@gmail.com 

 

Lauren is the point of contact at St John’s for all enquir-

ies regarding baptism.  
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stevehaskett78@gmail.com 

 

As Vicar, Steve will usually conduct the baptism service 
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Having your child baptised at St John’s Blackpool 

We are glad that you are considering Baptism (sometimes called Chris-

tening) at St John’s. We want to be able to help you make the service as spe-

cial as possible, and we want to help you to prepare properly for the commit-

ments you will make. Baptism is a three-way agreement, between parents & 

godparents who speak on behalf of a child, the Church and God.  

The God we worship and commit to in Baptism is the God shown to us by Je-

sus Christ and through the words of the Bible. He offers us the hope of finding 

our true identity in this life, and a home with Him forever in Heaven in the next 

life. He is absolutely faithful and has promised never to leave us and to be with 

us forever, if we put our trust in Him. His call to us is to follow His purposes and 

plans for us.  

That journey of following begins in Baptism. It is a commitment to bring your 

child up as a follower of Jesus and a part of His Church. In the service you are 

asked to make promises before God where you specifically commit to this, so 

it’s important you think about how you will be faithful to that commitment. For 

our part, St John’s will pray for you, encourage you and help you feel at home 

amongst us. You can read all of the words you’ll be asked to say on the next 

page.    

Baptism services happen during the 10.30am service. This is important as it is 

our main worship service, and we as a church want to support you. We ask that 

if you’re not a member of the church, you attend regularly for a while so we can 

get to know you and you can get to know us. We can then make arrangements 

to begin the preparations with you. This involves two interactive 30 minute ses-

sions after the 10.30am service where we’ll talk you through what Baptism 

means and what happens in the service. These sessions are for all parents and 

godparents to attend together.   

On the day, we’ll make the service engaging, lively and fun, whilst remembering 

we are entering into a serious commitment. Thank you for your enquiry. We 

look forward to celebrating and journeying with you. 

Rev Steve Haskett, Vicar.  

When all the people were being baptised, Jesus was baptised too. And as 
he was praying, heaven was opened and the Holy Spirit descended on 
him in bodily form like a dove. And a voice came from heaven: “You are my 
Son, whom I love; with you I am well pleased.” (Luke 3:21-22) 



The promise we make: 

 

Before parents and godparents are 

asked to make promises, the church is 

asked to make their commitment be-

fore God and before you: 

 

Faith is the gift of God to his people. In 

baptism the Lord is adding to our num-

ber those whom he is calling. People 

of God, will you welcome these candi-

dates and uphold them in their new life 

in Christ? 

 

They’ll then reply: 

With the help of God, we will. 

 

This commitment means that we will 

pray for you; do our best to make 

church welcoming for families with 

young children; provide good quality 

teaching in our children’s groups and 

do our best to support you as you seek 

to help your child become part of the 

church and grow in faith in Jesus.   

 

The promises you make: 

 

The Vicar or someone leading the ser-

vice will ask:  

 

Parents and godparents, the Church 

receives these children with joy. Today 

we are trusting God for their growth in 

faith. Will you pray for them, draw 

them by your example into the commu-

nity of faith and walk with them in the 

way of Christ? 

 

You’ll then reply:  

With the help of God, we will. 

 

You’ll then be asked  

In baptism these children begin their 

journey in faith. You speak for them 

today. Will you care for them, and help 

them to take their place within the life 

and worship of Christ's Church? 

 

Again, you’ll reply: 

With the help of God, we will. 

 

As these are really important promises 

of your commitment to the child who is 

being baptised, it’s good to hear all the 

parents and godparents say the re-

sponses together in a clear voice. 

 

As we have said, we will commit to do-

ing all we can to help you keep to 

these commitments you will make be-

fore God.  There are 3 essential things 

you will need to think about doing 

yourself in order to keep these promis-

es.  

 

The first is to pray 

each day for your 

child or godchild, that 

God would bless and 

protect them and that 

they would grow to 

become followers of Jesus. Praying 

with your child before bed and before 

meals is also an important habit to 

form. Asking God to help you keep 

these promises will also be important.  

 

The second thing will 

be to ensure your child 

or godchild reads the 

bible. This is where 

God has revealed Him-

self to us, and where 

we best learn to become followers of 

Jesus. We will present you an age ap-

propriate bible for your child. Reading 

it with them each day will be important.  

 

The third thing will be to 

attend church regularly. 

Worshipping together as 

God’s family, encourag-

ing each other in our 

faith, and hearing the 

bible being taught are 

essential to our journey in following 

Jesus.     

 

The declarations you make: 

 

Once you’ve made the promises, the 

Vicar, or someone leading the service 

will ask the parents and godparents to 

make the following declarations: 

 

In baptism, God calls us out of dark-

ness into his marvellous light. To fol-

low Christ means dying to sin and ris-

ing to new life with him. 

Therefore I ask: 

 

Do you reject the devil and all rebellion 

against God? 

You’ll then reply:  

I reject them. 

 

Do you renounce the deceit and cor-

ruption of evil? 

You’ll then reply:  

I renounce them. 

 

Do you repent of the sins that separate 

us from God and neighbour? 

You’ll then reply:  

I repent of them. 

Do you turn to Christ as Saviour? 

You’ll then reply:  

I turn to Christ. 

 

Do you submit to Christ as Lord? 

You’ll then reply:  

I submit to Christ. 

 

Do you come to Christ, the way, the 

truth and the life? 

You’ll then reply:  

I come to Christ. 

 

These statements are very important, 

as you are declaring your decision to 

turn away from all the rebellion against 

God, which is caused by Satan, and 

turn completely to Jesus. 

 

In this you are acknowledging that Je-

sus is the only one who can save us 

from that turning away from God’s 

ways (which we call sin). You are also 

declaring that you will submit to Jesus 

as Lord, allowing him to shape and 

influence the way you live.    

 

Once all these have been said, the 

baptism then happens. Sometimes 

some people don’t feel ready to say 

these things or make these commit-

ments. There is no problem with that. 

We can offer instead to conduct a 

‘thanksgiving service’ where we thank 

God for the child and pray for those 

caring for him or her. Baptism can then 

happen at a later point, if you feel 

ready to commit. 

 

If you have any concerns or questions, 

please do not hesitate to get in touch 

using the contact details on the back. 
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Being a Godparent at St John’s Blackpool 

Congratulations!  

It is very exciting to be invited to be a godparent, but it can also feel quite awe-

some as you are being asked to have a very special role in a child’s upbringing, 

which is more than being a favourite aunty or uncle. As a godparent you have a 

very particular task, you have a spiritual role as well as a caring role.  

Those chosen to be godparents should be those who can be trusted to be a 

good friend and mentor to the child in the years to come, those who will take an 

interest and keep in touch with the child and able to give support when needed.  

Godparents must have been baptised (christened) and, if possible, confirmed.  

As a godparent you are asked to pray for your godchildren, give them a good 

example to follow and generally encourage them to play a full part in the Chris-

tian community. The traditional number of godparents is three: two women and 

one man for a girl and two men and one woman for a boy.   

You will be making the same baptism promises on behalf of your godchild as 

were made for you by your godparents at your baptism. If you have not been 

confirmed then maybe this is the right time for you to be thinking about your 

own faith journey and maybe being confirmed yourself. 

Those who are not baptised but who are invited to act in a godparent role, are 

called sponsors. Sponsors are asked to care for the child and support him or 

her in their chosen journey of faith. 

A godparent is not a legal guardian but the parents may be thinking of you in 

this role should anything happen to them. You may like to discuss this with 

them.   

Inside you’ll find all the details about the very important promises you will make 

before God. On the day, we’ll make the service engaging, lively and fun, whilst 

remembering we are entering into a serious commitment. We look forward to 

celebrating and journeying with you. 

Rev Steve Haskett, Vicar.  

When all the people were being baptised, Jesus was baptised too. And as 
he was praying, heaven was opened and the Holy Spirit descended on 
him in bodily form like a dove. And a voice came from heaven: “You are my 
Son, whom I love; with you I am well pleased.” (Luke 3:21-22) 



The promise we make: 

 

Before parents and godparents are 
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asked to make their commitment be-

fore God and before you: 

 

Faith is the gift of God to his people. In 

baptism the Lord is adding to our num-

ber those whom he is calling. People 

of God, will you welcome these candi-

dates and uphold them in their new life 

in Christ? 

 

They’ll then reply: 

With the help of God, we will. 

 

This commitment means that we will 

pray for you; do our best to make 

church welcoming for families with 

young children; provide good quality 

teaching in our children’s groups and 

do our best to support you as you seek 

to help your child become part of the 

church and grow in faith in Jesus.   

 

The promises you make: 

 

The Vicar or someone leading the ser-
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we are trusting God for their growth in 

faith. Will you pray for them, draw 

them by your example into the commu-

nity of faith and walk with them in the 
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You’ll then reply:  
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In baptism these children begin their 

journey in faith. You speak for them 

today. Will you care for them, and help 

them to take their place within the life 

and worship of Christ's Church? 

 

Again, you’ll reply: 

With the help of God, we will. 

 

As these are really important promises 

of your commitment to the child who is 

being baptised, it’s good to hear all the 

parents and godparents say the re-

sponses together in a clear voice. 

 

As we have said, we will commit to do-

ing all we can to help you keep to 

these commitments you will make be-

fore God.  There are 3 essential things 

you will need to think about doing 

yourself in order to keep these promis-

es.  

 

The first is to pray 

each day for your 

child or godchild, that 

God would bless and 

protect them and that 

they would grow to 

become followers of Jesus. Praying 

with your child before bed and before 

meals is also an important habit to 

form. Asking God to help you keep 

these promises will also be important.  

 

The second thing will 

be to ensure your child 

or godchild reads the 

bible. This is where 

God has revealed Him-

self to us, and where 

we best learn to become followers of 

Jesus. We will present you an age ap-

propriate bible for your child. Reading 

it with them each day will be important.  

 

The third thing will be to 

attend church regularly. 

Worshipping together as 

God’s family, encourag-

ing each other in our 

faith, and hearing the 

bible being taught are 

essential to our journey in following 

Jesus.     

 

The declarations you make: 

 

Once you’ve made the promises, the 

Vicar, or someone leading the service 

will ask the parents and godparents to 

make the following declarations: 

 

In baptism, God calls us out of dark-

ness into his marvellous light. To fol-

low Christ means dying to sin and ris-
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Therefore I ask: 

 

Do you reject the devil and all rebellion 

against God? 
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truth and the life? 

You’ll then reply:  

I come to Christ. 
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as you are declaring your decision to 

turn away from all the rebellion against 

God, which is caused by Satan, and 

turn completely to Jesus. 

 

In this you are acknowledging that Je-

sus is the only one who can save us 

from that turning away from God’s 

ways (which we call sin). You are also 

declaring that you will submit to Jesus 

as Lord, allowing him to shape and 

influence the way you live.    

 

Once all these have been said, the 

baptism then happens. Sometimes 

some people don’t feel ready to say 

these things or make these commit-

ments. There is no problem with that. 

We can offer instead to conduct a 

‘thanksgiving service’ where we thank 

God for the child and pray for those 

caring for him or her. Baptism can then 

happen at a later point, if you feel 

ready to commit. 

 

If you have any concerns or questions, 

please do not hesitate to get in touch 

using the contact details on the back. 
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Once all these have been said, the 

baptism then happens. Sometimes 

some people don’t feel ready to say 

these things or make these commit-

ments. There is no problem with that. 

We can offer instead to conduct a 

‘thanksgiving service’ where we thank 

God for the child and pray for those 

caring for him or her. Baptism can then 

happen at a later point, if you feel 

ready to commit. 

 

If you have any concerns or questions, 

please do not hesitate to get in touch 

using the contact details on the back. 



 Child Baptism Application Form  

(Please complete in capitals and return to church) 

Child’s full name: …………………........................................................................ 

Date of birth: ......./..................../……… 

Address:  ………….................................................................................. 

Postcode:  ............ Telephone:  ………..….................................. 

Email address:  ……………………………………………………………………… 

Mother’s name:  ………………………………………………………………….….. 

Have you been a) baptised ……………  b) confirmed …………... 

Father’s name: …………………….……………………………………………….. 

Have you been a) baptised ……………  b) confirmed …………... 

When would you prefer the baptism to take place? …….................................... 

Names and addresses of Godparents (Mr, Mrs, Miss, Ms) 

1  ......................................................................................................................... 

2  ......................................................................................................................... 

3  ......................................................................................................................... 

Have they been baptised?  1 ............ 2 ............. 3 .............. 

Have they been confirmed?  1 ............ 2 ............. 3 .............. 

For children aged 3 up to school year 6, 
we have Rock Solid. Rock Solid is led by 
Lauren Platt, our Children & Families 
Pastor. She is supported by a team 
of leaders who receive ongoing training 
and supervision, and are all have en-
hanced DBS clearance, so you can be 
assured of the safety of your kids at all 
times.  
 
Rock Solid start in the main service so 
that we can praise Jesus together as the 
whole family of God. We then let them 
go and enjoy their own space for teach-
ing. Towards the end of the service they 
come back to share with us what they've 
been doing.  

Activities for Children & Families 

at St John’s Church, Blackpool 

Investing in children and families is something we 
take very seriously at St John's, and we're always 
looking for ways to make church as stress-less and 
engaging as possible for families with children. 

Little Gems is a safe space for 
parents and carers of pre-
school aged children to chat 

and play, whilst enjoying tea 
and coffee and snack. We also 
have a story and song time 
where we learn more about 

Jesus.  We meet in term time 
every Thursday from 9.30am – 
11.00am. 

St John’s Blackpool 
Church Street Blackpool FY1 1BP 
01253 299614 | www.stjohnsblackpool.com 


