
1 Corinthians Chapter 13 (from The Message Bible) at 

Blackpool St John’s  

Marriage     is a gift of God in crea-

tion through which husband and wife 

may know the grace of God. It is given 

that as man and woman grow together 

in love and trust, they shall be united 

with one another in heart, body and 

mind, as Christ is united with his bride, 

the Church. 

The gift of marriage brings husband and 

wife together in the delight and tender-

ness of sexual union and joyful commit-

ment to the end of their lives. It is given 

as the foundation of family life in which 

children are born and nurtured and in 

which each member of the family, in 

good times and in bad, may find 

strength, companionship and comfort, 

and grow to maturity in love. 

Marriage is a way of life made holy by 

God, and blessed by the presence of 

our Lord Jesus Christ with those cele-

brating a wedding at Cana in Galilee. Marriage is a sign of unity and loyalty 

which all should uphold and honour. It enriches society and strengthens commu-

nity.  No one should enter into it lightly or selfishly but reverently and responsibly 

in the sight of almighty God.  

Here at St John’s, we’d love to host your special day and help you to prepare for 

the joy and commitment of married life. This leaflet tells you how you can begin 

that journey towards marriage with us.  

 

(Text taken from the Preface to the Church of England Marriage Service) 

Love never gives up. 
Love cares more for others than for self. 
Love doesn’t want what it doesn’t have. 

Love doesn’t strut, 
Doesn’t have a swelled head, 
Doesn’t force itself on others, 

Isn’t always “me first,” 
Doesn’t fly off the handle, 

Doesn’t keep score of the sins of others, 
Doesn’t revel when others grovel, 

Takes pleasure in the flowering of truth, 
Puts up with anything, 

Trusts God always, 
Always looks for the best, 

Never looks back, 
But keeps going to the end. 



Can we get married at St Johns? 

The first thing to establish is if you are 

eligible to be married here at St John’s. 

In order to get married at a Church of 

England Parish Church, you need to 

either be living within the boundaries of 

the parish, or have what’s called a 

’qualifying connection’.  

Just one of the following would count as 

a qualifying connection: 

1. One of you has worshipped at the 

church for a period of 6 months and 

are on the church’s ‘electoral roll’ (a 

list of members). 

2. One of you was baptised 

(sometimes known as Christened) 

at St John’s. 

3. One of you has lived in the parish at 

some point for at least 6 months in 

your lifetime.  

4. One of your parents has lived within 

the parish for at least 6 months, or 

has regularly attended worship here 

at St John’s for at least 6 months at 

some point in the past. 

5. One of your grandparents was mar-

ried here at St John’s.  

If the answer to all of these questions is 

no, then it may be we can help you 

make connections with another parish 

church that you would be eligible to get 

married at. If the answer is yes, then 

we'd love to hear from you so we can 

carry on with making arrangements! 

The legal stuff  

Marriages are normally authorised by 

the reading of ‘Banns’ - special notices 

in the main service in church. They are  

read on 3 Sundays in the run up to the 

wedding. If you live outside the parish 

you’ll also need to have Banns read in 

your local parish church. We’ll help you 

sort that out and direct you to your local 

Vicar. You need to get a certificate from 

them to say the Banns have been read, 

which we’ll need to see before we can 

conduct the wedding.  

Marriage after divorce 

We are happy to conduct the remar-

riage of divorcees in certain circum-

stances. Please come and talk to us if 

this applies to you. We’ll treat all infor-

mation with sensitivity and in strict con-

fidence, and do our best to help within 

the regulations that exist.  

How much does it cost?  

This depends on what you want, but the 

minimum national Church of England 

fee for a wedding, including the reading 

of Banns, is £452. If your banns are 

read in another church they should 

charge you £41 which will include a cer-

tificate for us. Musicians will cost extra.   

Other questions 

What about photos and videos? We 

know how important it is that you get a 

permanent record of your day so we’re 

happy to work with whoever you ap-

point to do that. You’ll need to make 

sure your video is covered by a copy-

right license. Ask for more info. 

Can I have flowers in church? Yes, of 

course! You’ll need to ask a florist to do 

this for you though.  

What about service sheets? Again 

you’ll need to arrange this yourself but 

we’ll be able to give you everything you 

need to go in it.  

What to do next… 

It’s really important that before you 

book any other venues or set dates, 

that you come to a service and speak to 

us first. There may be other events go-

ing on in or around church on the day 

you have in mind. That being said, we’ll 

do our utmost to accommodate special 

requests for particular dates. The best 

thing to do is come along and talk to us 

as soon as you think about getting mar-

ried, regardless of how far away it is. 

The sooner you come to talk to us the 

better chance we can accommodate 

your requests for particular dates.  

After that…  

Once we’ve confirmed the dates are 

available you can relax a bit and get on 

with booking your other arrangements. 

About three months before the wedding 

we’ll begin to talk about the service.  

Contact us:  

e: stjohns.conference@tiscali.co.uk 

t: 01253 299614 

p: Church Street,  

 Blackpool FY1 1BP 

w: stjohnsblackpool.com 


